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The issues: 
College textbook reading in 
introductory courses is at an 
all-time low due to high costs. 
In addition, “a large percentage 
of students surveyed found 
introductory textbook content 
irrelevant or outdated.” (PIRG 
Education Fund Report, 2014).
Global awareness and 
knowledge has been found to 
directly correlate to student 
retention and success (AACU 
Report on Global Learning, 
2017). 
Why introductory courses and why 
Parkland College?
A series of studies show that students will 
pursue a major and succeed in a field if they 
become excited by its possibilities in their 
first year.  “The importance of engaging 
students in introductory courses cannot be 
emphasized enough.” (CHE, 2018). 
The majority of introductory courses in the 
social sciences are taught by community 
college faculty (American Association of 
University Professors Report, 2016).
A preliminary survey of Parkland College full and 
part-time faculty indicated: 
• Faculty are aware of issues of textbook expense 
and lack in these texts of current/relevant case 
studies impacting global knowledge.
• Faculty see a need to solve these issues as 
competency in global issues is required of 
students when they transfer to four-year 
institutions.  
• Despite this awareness, instructors had little time 
left to devote to curriculum redesign given heavy 
teaching and service loads. 
The solution: To provide faculty with the tools and 
space to redesign introductory courses, focusing on 
world areas underrepresented in the texts (such as 
the EU), to increase classroom participatory 
learning. (Made possible by Title VI funds from the 
European Union Center and other area studies 
centers at UIUC). 
Phase One: Training faculty in pedagogical tools to  efficiently 
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Phase two: Teaching the EU Assessing Prior Knowledge Sample 
Assignment: Misconception/Preconception 
Check on the EU and the Refugee Crisis. 
Course: “World Geography” (GEO 140). 
“This exercise challenged my knowledge of what is 
truly going on in the world beyond the United 
States.”
“Thinking about the state of the EU, a balance of 
immigration is due. Too little immigration into 
Europe and there will be no way to keep the 
European workforce stable. However, unlike the 
US—a country built by immigrants that is long past 
the point where it can preserve native aboriginal 
cultures—too much immigration without 
assimilation into individual European cultures may 
damage the national identity and culture of some EU 
countries.”
You can find the full assignment here: 
https://spark.parkland.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?arti
cle=1001&context=geo_courses
Assessing Student Awareness of Attitudes 
and Values Sample Assignment: A Cross-
Cultural Analysis of Incarceration Practices, 
EU/US.
Introduction to Sociology (SOC 101)
The Plight Of Trans Women In Prison
Transgender women in France who are 
incarcerated on the basis of their legal gender 
status fall prey to a legal gray area — and are 
punished for more than their alleged crimes.




Assessing skill in application and performance, sample assignment: 
Production and consumption of coffee to build narratives of 
displacement. Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (ANT 103).  
You can find the full assignment and rubric here: 
https://spark.parkland.edu/global_studies_2018
/5/
Assessing Learner Reactions to Teaching. Post-assignment 
survey, Introduction to Anthropology (ANT 101). 
Students in end of semester 
surveys agreed they had raised 
their global awareness. 
In addition: anecdotal evidence 
by concurrent enrollment 
students and students who took 
these courses noted the critical 
thinking and knowledge helped 
them succeed in upper-level 
courses. 
You can find the full assignment here: 
https://spark.parkland.edu/ant_courses
/5/
Phase three: Providing access to research materials for 
faculty and students and disseminating results.  
Materials were added to the Parkland 
Library collection for faculty and 
students to have easier access to recent 
scholarship on global issues and 
underrepresented areas in introductory 
textbooks (including the EU). 
Course syllabi, sample teaching 
strategies and assignments, and faculty 
reflections on the effectiveness of 
these strategies are all available online 
for educators to access. 
Please click here to visit all the 
materials in this collection: 
https://spark.parkland.edu/global_stud
ies_initiatives/
Participatory learning: Students are no longer mere 
passive consumers but become active producers of 
knowledge. 
Preliminary project results: 
Global awareness and knowledge on other world areas, including the EU, is 
valued by students. They see it as increasing their employability.
Participatory learning methods are valued by students due to how it 
prepares them for transfer to a four-year school.
Faculty value taking the time to train in pedagogical methods, build 
collegiality, redesign their courses, and research current, relevant material.
Both faculty and students value having access to complementary materials 
on the EU, among other areas, as this helps with the ongoing textbook issue.
The project is beginning a new funding cycle (2018–2022). We look forward to 
more teaching, learning, and engaging with the EU.  
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Questions? Feel free to contact me: iscarborough@parkland.edu
Thank you!
